IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of the claim will replace all prior versions and listings of 
claim in the present application. 
Listing of Claims 

1. (currently amended) A method of managing volumes of a plurality of 
storage systems, by a management computer connected via a first network to 
the plurality of storage systems having volumes connected to a computer via 
a second network and storing data used by the computer, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

keeping a correspondence between each value of a level and 
characteristic information related to characteristics of each volume to be 
provided by a storage system including the volume i ndicat i ng a sp e c i f i c 
p e rform a nc e of a vo l um e , and storag e syst e m ch a ract e rist i cs of th e storag e 
syst e m ; 

obtaining from a first storage system , a first value of a level indicating 
characteristic information of a first a p e rformanc e of a volume all ocat e d 
having been provided to the computer by the first storage system; and 

referencing the characteristic information corresponding to the first 
value among the plurality of storage systems; storag e syst e m charact eris t i cs 
of th e first storag e syst e m that corr e sponds to th e obt ai n e d l e v el i ndicating the 
p e rformanc e of th e vo l um e a nd storag e syst e m charact e r i stics of anoth e r 
storag e syst e m that corr e sponds to the obtained l ovol i ndicat i ng th e 
p e rformanc e of the vo l ume, r e sp e ct i v e ly, and 
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comparing the referenced characteristic information among the plurality 
of_ p e rformanc e s of th e vo l um e s of th e r e sp e ct i ve storage systems against 
each other. 

2. (currently amended) The volume management method according to 
claim 1, wherein a correspondence is obtained from the storage system 
connected to the management computer. 

3. (currently amended) A method of managing volumes of a plurality of 
storage systems, by a management computer connected via a first network to 
the plurality of storage systems having volumes connected to a computer via 

a second network and storing data used by the computer, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

keeping a correspondence between a level indicating a specific 

performance of each volume and storage system characteristics of a storage 
system including the volume; 

obtaining from a first storage system a level indicating a performance 

of a volume allocated to the computer by the first storage system; and 

referencing the storage system characteristics of the first storage 
system that corresponds to the obtained level indicating the performance of 
the volume and storage system characteristics of another storage system that 
corresponds to the obtained level indicating the performance of the volume, 
respectively, and comparing the performances of the volumes of the 
respective storage systems against each other. Th e vo l um e m a n a g e m e nt 
m e thod accord i ng to c l a i m 1 , 
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wherein the comparison of the performances of the respective volumes 
in the respective storage systems is performed when the-a_correspondence is 
obtained from a new storage system that has been connected to the 
management computer via the first network. 

4. (currently amended) The volume management method according to 
claim 2, wherein the comparison of the p e rformanc e of th e characteristic 
information of respective volumes is also performed when a new 
correspondence is obtained from the first storage system. 

5. (currently amended) A method of managing volumes of a plurality of 
storage systems, by a management computer connected via a first network to 
the plurality of storage systems having volumes connected to a computer via 
a second network and storing data used by the computer, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

keeping a correspondence between a level indicating a specific 

performance of each volume and storage system characteristics of a storage 
system including the volume; 

obtaining from a first storage system a level indicating a performance 

of a volume allocated to the computer by the first storage system; and 

referencing the storage system characteristics of the first storage 
system that corresponds to the obtained level indicating the performance of 
the volume and storage system characteristics of another storage system that 
corresponds to the obtained level indicating the performance of the volume, 
respectively, and comparing the performances of the volumes of the 
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respective storage systems against each other. Th e vo l um e manag e m e nt 
m e thod a cco r d in g to c lai m 1 , 

wherein the level is an integer value from 0 to 10. 

6. (currently amended) The volume management method according to 
claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

instructing the other storage subsystem, based on the results of the 
comparison, to a l locate provide to the computer a volume having the 
characteristic information sto r ag e s yst e m charact e rist i cs of the other storage 
system corresponding to the obtained level. 

7. (currently amended) A method of managing volumes of a plurality of 
storage systems, by a management computer connected via a first network to 
the plurality of storage systems having volumes connected to a computer via 
a second network and storing data used by the computer, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

keeping a correspondence between a level indicating a specific 

performance of each volume and storage system characteristics of a storage 
system including the volume: 

obtaining from a first storage system a level indicating a performance 

of a volume allocated to the computer by the first storage system: 

referencing the storage system characteristics of the first storage 
system that corresponds to the obtained level indicating the performance of 
the volume and storage system characteristics of another storage system that 
corresponds to the obtained level indicating the performance of the volume, 
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respectively, and comparing the performances of the volumes of the 
respective storage systems against each other. Th e vo l um e manag e m e nt 
method a ccord i ng to cla i m 6, and 

instructing the other storage subsystem, based on the results of the 
comparison, to allocate to the computer a volume having storage system 
characteristics of the other storage system corresponding to the obtained 
level, 

wherein the management computer receives an input giving an 
instruction to allocate to the computer the volume having storage system 
characteristics of the other storage system corresponding to the obtained 
level, and instructs the allocation. 

8. (previously presented) The volume management method according 
to claim 1, wherein the comparison of the respective levels indicating a 
specific performance is not performed in a case where the level indicating the 
specific performance of the volume indicates that the specific performance is 
not needed. 

9. (currently amended) A method of managing volumes of a 
plurality of storage systems, by a management computer connected via a first 
network to the plurality of storage systems having volumes connected to a 
computer via a second network and storing data used by the computer the 
method comprising the steps of: 
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keeping a correspondence between a level indicating a specific 

performance of each volume and storage system characteristics of a storage 
system including the volume; 

obtaining from a first storage system a level indicating a performance 

of a volume allocated to the computer by the first storage system; and 

referencing the storage system characteristics of the first storage 
system that corresponds to the obtained level indicating the performance of 
the volume and storage system characteristics of another storage system that 
corresponds to the obtained level indicating the performance of the volume, 
respectively, and comparing the performances of the volumes of the 
respective storage systems against each other;The volume management 
method according to claim 6, 

instructing the other storage subsystem, based on the results of the 
comparison, to allocate to the computer a volume having storage system 
characteristics of the other storage system corresponding to the obtained 
level, 

wherein the management computer receives an input giving an 
instruction to allocate to the computer the volume having storage system 
characteristics of the other storage system corresponding to the obtained 
level, and instructs the allocation; Th e vo l um e m a nag e m e nt m e thod accord i ng 
to cla i m 6, furth e r compr i s i ng th e steps of: 

copying data stored in a volume of the first storage system into a 
volume allocated to the computer b a s e d on the instructions in response to the 
instructing ; and 
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giving instructions to the computer via a management network to 
execute, via a data network, at least one off reading tbe-data copied by the 
computer into the allocated volume, and writing new data. 

10. (original) The volume management method according to claim 1 , 
wherein, in a case where there are a plurality of specific performances, the 
comparison is performed using the highest level of performance. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A method for managing a volume of a first 
storage system connected to a computer via a first network, and a volume of 
a second storage system connected to the first storage system, by a 
management computer connected to the first storage system and the second 
storage system via a second network, the method comprising the steps of: 

keeping a correspondence between a level indicating a specific 
performance of a- each volume and a storage system characteristics indicating 
a performance of the-a_storage system including the volume , for each of the 
storage systems; 

obtaining each first value of a level and characteristic information 
related to characteristics of a first volume to be provided bv i ndic at i n g a 
sp e c i f i c p e rformanc e of a vo l um e of the first storage system, and each second 
value of a level and characteristic information related to characteristics of a 
second volume to be provided by i ndicating a sp e c i f i c p e rformanc e of a 
vo l um e of the second storage system connected to the first volume of the first 
storage system; 
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comparing the storage system characteristics corresponding to the 
obtained first value and the second value level: and 

storing data stored in the second volume of the second storage system 
into the first volume of the first storage system, based on the results of the 
comparison. 

12. (currently amended) A method of managing a volume of a first 
storage system connected to a computer via a first network, and a volume of 
a second storage system connected to the first storage system, by a 
management computer connected to the first storage system and the second 
storage system via a second network, the method comprising the steps of: 

keeping a correspondence between a level indicating a specific 

performance of each volume and storage system characteristics indicating a 
performance of a storage system including the volume, for each of the storage 
systems; 

obtaining a level indicating a specific performance of a volume of the 

first storage system, and a level indicating a specific performance of a volume 
of the second storage system connected to the volume of the first storage 
system; 

comparing the storage system characteristics corresponding to the 

obtained level; and 

storing data stored in the volume of the second storage system into the 
volume of the first storage system, based on the results of the comparison Tfre 
volum e manag e m e nt m e thod a ccord i ng to c l aim 11 , 
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wherein the comparison of the storage system characteristics is 
performed by obtaining mapping information indicating that the volume of the 
first storage system is connected to the volume of the second storage system, 
based on the mapping information. 

13. (original) The volume management method according to claim 12, 
wherein the mapping information is obtained from the first storage system. 

14. (currently amended) The volume management method 
according to claim 12, further comprising the step of-: 

when the result of the comparison indicate that the storage system 
characteristics of the first storage system corresponding to the level indicating 
the specific performance of the volume of the second storage system is better 
than the storage system characteristics of the second storage system, storing 
the data into the volume having a specific performance, based on the storage 
system characteristics of the first storage system corresponding to the level of 
the first storage system. 

15. (currently amended) The volume management method 
according to claim 14, further comprising the step of: 

instructing the first storage system to erase the mapping information. 

16. (currently amended) A first storage system connected to a 
computer via a network, comprising: 
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a volume connected to a volume of another storage system storing 
data used by a- the computer; 

a memory for keeping a correspondence between each value of a level 
and characteristic information related to characteristics of each volume to be 
provided by a storage system including the volume i nd i c a t i ng a sp e cific 
p e rform a nc e of th e vo l um e , and storag e syst e m charact e r i st i cs of the storag e 
syst e m, for ea ch of th e storag e syst e ms ; and 

a control unit for controlling access made to the first storage system or 
the other storage system from the computer, 

wherein the control unit obtains the level indicating the specific 
characteristic information performanc e of the volume of the other storage 
system, references the characteristic information corresponding to the first 
value among the plurality of storage system storag e system ch a r a ct e r i stics of 
th e first sto ra g e s yst e m and th e oth e r storag e syst e m corr e spond i ng to th e 
le v e l b a s e d on th e corr e spond e n c e , and compares the referenced 
values characteristic information among the plurality of storage systems , 

17. (currently amended) The first storage system according to claim 
16, wherein based on the result of the comparison, the data is stored into a 
volume having the storage system characteristics corresponding to the value 
of a level indicating the sp e c i f i c p e rformance characteristic information of the 
volume of the first storage system. 

Claims 18 (canceled). 
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1 9. (currently amended) A storage medium storing a program that 
can be read by a management computer managing volumes of a plurality of 
storage systems, which program is executed by the management computer 
connected via a first network to the plurality of storage systems having 
volumes that are connected to a computer and to the plurality of storage 
systems to store data used by the computer, the storage medium comprising: 

a seguence of obtaining correspondences between levels indicating a 
specific performance of each volume and storage system characteristics of a 
storage system including the volume; 

a seguence of obtaining from a first storage system a level indicating a 

performance of a volume allocated to the computer by the first storage 
system; 

referencing the storage system characteristics of the first storage 
system corresponding to the obtained level indicating the performance of the 
volume, and storage system characteristics of another storage system, and 
comparing the performances of the volumes of the respective storage 
systems against each other; Th e storag e m e d i um accord i ng to c l a i m 18, 
furth e r compr i sing and 

a sequence of giving an instruction to the other storage system based 
on the results of the comparison, to allocate to the computer a volume of the 
other storage system having storage system characteristics corresponding to 
the obtained level. 

Claim 20 (canceled). 
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